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Penitential Liturgy

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
® Amen 

Blessed be the Father

who so loved the world that he gave his only Son

so that the world might have life. 

®  Blessed be the Lord forever. 

Blessed be the Son   

who for our sake became obedient unto death 

even death on the cross.

®  Blessed be the Lord forever.

Blessed be the Holy Spirit 

poured out upon the Church from the side of Christ

pierced by a lance. 

® Blessed be the Lord forever.

The  president  introduces the celebration with appropriate words.

PRAYER 

Almighty and eternal God, you have given us a model in Christ, your Son, our Saviour, 

who became man and was humbled even unto death on the cross.

Grant that we may always bear in mind the lessons of his passion 

and so come to share in the glory of his resurrection.

He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

®  Amen.

READING

From the letter of St Paul to the Philippians:





Phil 2, 6 - 11
Though his state was divine,

Jesus did not cling

to his equality with God

but emptied himself

to assume the condition of a slave, 

and became as all men are,

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross.

But God raised him high

and gave him the name

which is above all other names

so that all beings

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus

and that every tongue should acclaim

Jesus Christ as Lord,

to the Glory of God the Father.

This is the Word of God.

From our Constitutions

Article 64 

Our Saviour assured us that he came on earth to do not his own will but that of his Father in heaven.

By professing obedience we offer our will to God and by carrying out the mission entrusted to us we relive in the Church and in the Congregation Christ’s own obedience.  Docile to the Spirit and attentive to the signs he gives us in the events of each day, we take the Gospel as our supreme rule of life, the Constitutions as a sure path to follow, and the superiors and the community as day by day interpreters of God’s will.

Article 196

Our living Rule is Jesus Christ, the Saviour announced in the Gospel, who is alive today in the Church and in the world, and whom we find present in Don Bosco who devoted his life to the young.  In response to the predilection of the Lord Jesus who has called us by name, and led by Mary, we willingly accept the Constitutions as Don Bosco’s will and testament, for us our book of life and for the poor and the little ones a pledge of hope. We meditate on them with faith and pledge ourselves to put them into practice; they are for us, the Lord’s disciples, a way that leads to love.

HOMILY

The Director gives the homily, inviting the confreres to contemplate the obedience of Christ, to recognise their sins as disobedience to the Father’s project of love, and to invoke the gift of the Holy Spirit so as to walk with renewed fidelity the “way the leads to Love” 

SILENT REFLECTION 

VENERATION OF THE CROSS – optional.

The cross of Christ is the glorious tree of our salvation. Incense is burnt, candles are lit and a suitable hymn is sung.
COMMUNITY PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS

God our Father has willed to reveal to us the depths of his infinite mercy in the cross of his Son.  Conscious of our sins, with confidence we implore his mercy. We pray together - Kyrie eleison
Jesus did not consider his equality with God a thing to be grasped, yet we have received his gifts and used them to build false greatness for ourselves.  We pray to the Lord:  Kyrie eleison
Christ became obedient even to death on the Cross, whilst we have sought to avoid the sacrifice of ourselves in our daily duties and in generous obedience. For this we pray to the Lord: Kyrie eleison
God the Father exalted Jesus and gave him a name which is above every other name. For our failure to trust in his love and hold firm in hope, we pray to the Lord. Kyrie eleison
Let every tongue proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father. We have been unable to give praise to God with our lives and our prayer.  For this we pray to the Lord: Kyrie eleison
If there are not individual confessions, the priest continues: 

We pray now to God our Father in the words of Jesus our Saviour, asking him to forgive our sins and free us from every evil.

Our Father ...

The priest concludes:

Lord, fogive our sins

and in your mercy break the chains

that keep us captive on account of our faults.

Guide us to the freedom that Christ has won for us

by his obedience even to death on the cross.

We ask this through Christ Our Lord. 
® Amen.

The Lord be with you.

 ® And also with you. 

May God, the eternal Father, who revealed his immense love through his Son’s cross, grant you his blessing.

 ® Amen.

May Christ, who by his death on the cross has become the spouse and saviour of redeemed humanity, make you sharers in his immortal life.

 ® Amen.

May the Holy Spirit enable you to experience the mysterious power of the cross, the tree of life and source of the new creation. 

® Amen.

He then dismisses the congregation:

Go in peace. 

® Thanks be to God.
If there are individual confessions:

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS

THANKSGIVING

The  community  expresses thanks to God by singing the Magnificat
CONCLUDING RITE

The presiding priest concludes: 

Lord Jesus, Saviour proclaimed in the Gospel, 

living today in the Church and in the world, 

open our hearts that we may run the way of your commandments

and grant that we may accept with renewed fidelity

the Consitutions as the testament of Don Bosco, 

for us the book of life and for the little ones a pledge of hope.

You live and reign forever and ever.

® Amen.

The Lord be with you.

 ® And also with you. 

May God, the eternal Father, who revealed his immense love through his Son’s cross, grant you his blessing.

 ® Amen.

May Christ, who by his death on the cross has become the spouse and saviour of redeemed humanity, make you sharers in his immortal life.

 ® Amen.

May the Holy Spirit enable you to experience the mysterious power of the cross, the tree of life and source of the new creation. 

® Amen.

He then dismisses the congregation:

Go in peace. 

® Thanks be to God.
LENT 2009 

“Lectio divina”
	The Second Letter to the Corinthians


This is the letter of St. Paul which deals directly and forcefully with the topic of the apostolic ministry, viz. what is the identity of the true apostle? how should he conduct himself? what are the qualities he should possess? what are the risks he faces?

Paul writes this letter after enduring trials, difficulties and hardships in his ministry over the space of more than 20 years. He addresses the community of Corinth that was established by him and is very dear to his heart. But it was a difficult community. As he writes his letter, Paul basically finds himself experiencing three trials.

The first is that of feeling himself rejected by the majority of his Jewish brethren. Perhaps he had entertained a hope of carrying out a special mission among them; at this point in time, however, that hope has evaporated. 

The second trial consists in the internal dissensions within the community. Instead of a united, fraternal and harmonious community, he finds a community that is divided, quarrelsome and estranged even from him. 

His third trial lies within himself. Paul drops hints about it, but in such a discreet way that we are unable to have a clear idea of whether he is referring to illnesses, bouts of depression, persecutions, temptations, disagreements or disappointments in his pastoral work…

Precisely because of this kind of subject-matter, the second letter to the Corinthians turns out to be a very practical text, familiar with the vicissitudes of each one’s daily life. 

	2 Corinthians 4,1-6


For St. Paul and the first communities, the pastoral ministry consists first and foremost in proclaiming the Word of God. St. Paul summarizes the essential elements of this proclamation in a few verses, in which he speaks of its basis, content, method and results.    

1. The basis of the pastoral ministry

At the basis of the pastoral ministry lies the goodness of God, his gratuitous love: “invested 

with this ministry through the mercy which has been shown me” (v. 1). One does not simply take this ministry upon oneself, nor does one compete with others to enter it. Just as God the creator (cf. v. 6) let the light explode in the darkness at the beginning of creation, so did he illumine Paul’s conscience, enabling him to perceive his radiant glory on the face of Christ, and in this way to become the one to proclaim and bear witness to it. Verse 6 is very dense and probably encapsulates Paul’s recollection of his Damascus experience. But, let us return to Paul’s line of thinking: he presents the spread of the Gospel in the world as a new creation. God let the creation of physical light in the world be followed, in the fullness of time, by the manifestation of the radiance of his glory, allowing it to shine first on the face of the risen Christ; then, starting from him, this light has been kindled in Paul’s heart (and must be kindled in the heart of every apostle!) who devotes himself to making it shine in the world by communicating to everyone the knowledge of the events of the resurrection and the glorification of Christ.   

2. The content of the pastoral ministry

The one who perceives (through personal experience!) God’s powerful, salvific reality - in biblical terms: his ‘glory’ - on the human face of Christ, can proclaim none other but him, the historical Messiah, the liberator, who is the Lord, the only Lord of all times and peoples. Jesus reproduces in a visible way the traits of the invisible God; he is his historical “copy”. But at the same time, he is also the project of the ideal man, the only authentic and totally successful image of God. Even if our text expresses the content of our proclamation in various ways - as truth (v. 2), as the Word of God (v. 2), as the Gospel (v. 4) - it is, in reality, always and only the person of Jesus: “we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord” (v. 5).

3. The method of the pastoral ministry

How do we proclaim this Gospel, which after all is a person, Jesus Christ the Lord? The 

basis and the content define the method of our pastoral ministry. Paul enumerates an interesting series of approaches and conditions, both negatively and positively (cf. vv.2.5). 

Negatively: Not losing heart: proclaiming Jesus Christ courageously, in spite of inevitable difficulties and differences. Rejecting shameful pretences: no subterfuges, no charades, no double-crossing. Avoiding devious behaviour: no manipulation, no occult persuasion, no cunning. Without falsifying God’s Word: no reductive transmission of the Message, no strategy of obtaining consent at all costs.

Positively: Proclaiming the truth freely: it is the “parrhesia”, the courage of openly proclaiming the entire Gospel, without reducing or discarding anything. We present ourselves to each person’s conscience: we do not aim to coerce our hearers, but to seek in the first place to awaken their intelligence and stimulate their freedom. In the sight of God: this is the highest degree of authenticity in our pastoral approach. As your servants for the love of Jesus: ours is not a service to meet our requirements or dubious affective needs; we are ready to serve because we have given ourselves over to the Lord Jesus: it is our passion for Him that generates compassion for our brethren.

4. The results of the pastoral ministry

Fidelity to the method of evangelization does not automatically guarantee acceptance of the Christian message. There is no doubt that the story of Jesus is eloquent. We have however to allow for the blunt and obtuse refusal of those who close themselves to the proclamation of the Gospel, because they have chosen the devil, the god of this world, to be the lord of their life (cf. vv. 3-4). There is a discreet but precise acknowledgement here of the evil power that furtively enters the operation of the human will and, though largely vanquished by Christ, retains considerable power over those who naively succumb to his influence. To evangelize is to bear witness to and enable one to see; it does not constrain one to see and accept. This should not induce the evangelizer to be pessimistic: there is no knowing how much good he accomplishes simply by doing good, because whatever is good, like the seed, takes a long time to mature. The important thing is that the evangelizer is full of the God he proclaims - as can be seen in the biblical narratives of the vocation of the prophets - and that he does not pretend to determine the manner and the moment in which the recipients of his message will embrace the Gospel. Paul himself, in another letter of his, recognizes the power of evil besieging him; he says: “I know that nothing good dwells within me; I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do…Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?” (Rm 7,1-19.24). He responds and relieves his distress, exclaiming: “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?… 3637No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rm 8, 35.37-39).

Here are some testimonies offering practical suggestions:

1. “The secret of a credible proclamation of Christ lies in a passionate love for him” John Paul II). 

2. “Nothing in the world will give us access to our neighbour’s heart if we have not given Christ access to our own” (Delbrel)

3. “Only deep convictions can convince another deeply. The Christian proclamation does not 

consist in communicating statements of faith, but in communicating faith itself. To say: “Jesus is Lord” is also to say something about oneself: “Jesus is my Lord.” The mouth of an apostle requires the ear of a disciple. To proclaim Christ without an intimacy with him is to expose oneself to hearing Satan say: ‘Jesus I know… but who are you?’ (Acts 19,15)” (Manaranche) 

4. “The one who evangelizes without praying will one day not evangelize at all. Not just  

because he will forget to recharge his batteries, but because he will end up in hypocrisy. How can he proclaim Someone to be alive whom he has no contact with? When one who speaks of God as a “he” and not as a “you”, he is bound to forget what the face of God looks like. The “lived experience” of evangelization not only means drawing near to people but also entails dialogue with God” (Guilluy).

5. “In every person there is the image of God. Oftentimes this image is sabotaged, disfigured 

and severely damaged. And there it lies now - dull, sullied, submerged in misery and weighed down by layers of wickedness. The task of every authentic apostolate, then, is to reach that image, to reawaken it, to bring it into the light… For this reason we speak of the need to act as a mirror. But this requires that we be transparent creatures. Creatures who possess God. Then only will such a miraculous encounter become possible. For, only God is capable of “reawakening” the God who slumbers in the deepest recesses of certain souls. In every Zacchaeus we meet on our road, there is a God buried in a dark corner, who will respond only to the voice of God.” (Pronzato)

	2 Corinthians 4,7-18


Paul imagines that, in the light of the moving exposition he has made of his pastoral ministry in the previous section, the Christians of Corinth will ask themselves: But where is the divine glory shining on the face of Christ which Paul ought to bear witness to, give evidence of and make known for the benefit of his brothers, since he has experienced it personally? However, if the apostle runs from one city to another because he is reported to the authorities, boycotted and threatened by groups of Judeo-Christians who have not forgiven him for his ‘apostasy’; if he himself is continually subject to mood swings, spells of enthusiasm and spiritual optimism alternating with moments of discouragement and disappointment…? 
Paul is aware of these possible and legitimate objections, and so he formulates a suitable response in the letter he dictates. 

1. A treasure in earthen vessels (vv. 7-12)

Clearly the “treasure”, which is “the Gospel of the glory of Christ”, has been entrusted to

“earthen vessels, that is to say, to limited, weak and fragile persons like Paul and any other apostle. The Bible documents this fact on many of its pages, and a constant feature of God’s way of doing things is to make use of instruments that are insignificant, from the human point of view. The reason for this, Paul observes, is so that no one may make the mistake of attributing a successful outcome to the human instrument but ascribe it always and only to the power of God. Drawing on a picturesque set of verbs, Paul describes the congenital precariousness of his existential situation, almost as if he were an animal hounded by hunters and dogs or a wrestler close to exhaustion and surrender, and at the same time he speaks of a mysterious energy that restores him each time, enabling him to rise up and continue the fight. 

But Paul perceives a still more sublime reality, viz. that his experience of limitation, persecution and tribulation, lived with love and fidelity to God’s plans, is the way in which he takes part in the suffering and death of Christ, and above all, renews and completes Jesus’ total giving of himself. Just as Jesus triumphed over death and the hostility of his enemies, so too the apostles who share his struggle and death take part in the victorious power of his resurrection. Still more: the sufferings undergone for Jesus’ sake and imitation of him, become the principle of life and salvation for the faithful. Paul, therefore, is not a dreamer; he does not have a naive and romantic vision of his apostolic vocation; he knows that the power of God, which is also at work in his life, is no guarantee of safe conduct or invulnerability - like the heroes of comic books. 

2. A treasure made strong by faith (vv. 13-18)


This lucid and realistic awareness does not hold Paul back; in no way does it immobilize or paralyze him. He continues to speak and act, relying on the solid foundation of his faith: we believe and therefore we speak (v. 17). The faith in the power of the resurrection which displayed its energy in Jesus now displays its effects in the apostles as well. These effects can be recognized immediately, at least in part, and this “grace”, seen already now itself through the eyes of faith, increases the hymn of praise to the glory of God.                   

But the fruits of the resurrection will attain full maturity at the end when, as St. Paul states stupendously, God will raise us also with Jesus and will bring us with you into his presence (v. 14). And it is precisely the awareness of this eternal weight of glory beyond all measure (v. 17) and the gaze fixed on invisible things (v. 18) that constitute the reason for Paul’s optimism and confidence. This is why we do not lose heart (v. 16), notwithstanding the difficulties, struggles and tribulations that sap the apostle’s physical strength. In several verses, Paul offers a further reflection on his final destiny, the ultimate and solid reason of his hope.

Here are some testimonies offering practical suggestions:

1) “The mount of Calvary is the lovers’ mount. Every love that does not originate from the 

Saviour’s Passion is frivolous and fleeting. Death is unhappy when the love of the Saviour is missing” (St. Francis de Sales).

2) “We are disciples of a master who suffered and was humiliated. We are rarely called to 

follow him on Tabor, but frequently on Calvary, before following him in his Ascension on the mount of Olives” (Dom Leodey).

3) “The moment in which Jesus is handed over to those who can do what they want with him is

a turning-point in Jesus’ ministry. It marks the passage from action to passion. After years of teaching, preaching and healing during which he went where he wanted, Jesus is handed over to the whims and fancies of his enemies. Things are no longer done by him, but to him. It is important for me to understand that Jesus fulfils his mission not through what he does but through what is done to him. As in the case of anyone else, a great part of my life is determined by what is done to me, and it is therefore passion. Only small fragments of my life are determined by what I think, say and do. I am inclined to protest against this and to want all my life to be my action, depending on me. The truth, however, is that passion is a greater part of my life than my action” (Nouwen).

4) “In the old cathedral of Molfetta, there is a huge crucifix made of clay, the gift of the artist 

of the place. Before he could give it a permanent place in the church, the parish-priest placed it on a wall in the sacristy, and attached a placard which said: Provisional Arrangement. Those words, which at first I took to be the title of the work, seem to have been providentially inspired. Provisional arrangement. I think that there is no better way of defining the cross: my cross, your cross, and not only that of Christ. Take courage, then. Even if your cross should last all your life, it is always a provisional arrangement. Calvary, where the cross is planted, is not a residential zone; and this hillock, where your suffering takes place, will never be sold as a land for building purposes. Even the Gospel invites us to consider the provisional nature of the cross. There is a tremendous phrase which sums up the tragedy of creation at the moment of Christ’s death: from midday till three in the afternoon, there was darkness over the whole earth. Perhaps this is the darkest phrase in the whole Bible. For me it is one of the most luminous. Precisely because of those time-limits which, like two barricades, delimit the time granted to darkness to rage over the earth. From midday till three in the afternoon. Here you have the banks that enclose the river of human tears. Here you have the rolling-shutters which confine in a small space all the death-rattles of the earth. Here you have the barriers within which take place all the agonies of the sons of men. From midday till three in the afternoon. This is the only time when it is permitted to stay on Golgotha. Outside of that time-table, parking is absolutely forbidden. After three hours, all the crosses will be forcibly removed. For a cross to stay longer would be considered unlawful, even by God himself. Take courage, then. There are only a few moments left for three in the afternoon. Within a short while, the darkness will give way to light, the earth will regain its true colours, and the sun of Easter will break through the clouds in flight” (Mons. Tonino Bello)

ADVENT 2009 

Novena for Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

With Don Bosco we go to the school of Mary to renew our ‘Fiat’.

This novena can be done by the community during  daily meditation.

Sunday 29 November: First Sunday of Advent – Evening Prayer and Eucharistic Adoration

Monday 30 November: lectio divina on the Annunciation, part I.

Tuesday 1 December: lectio divina on the Annunciation, part II.

Wednesday 2 December: lectio divina on the Annunciation, part III.

Thursday 3 December: meditation on the dream at nine, part I.

Friday 4 December: meditation on the dream at nine, part II.

Saturday 5 December: each confrere reflects on and writes about the birth of his vocation.

Sunday 6 December: Second Sunday of Advent – Evening Prayer and Eucharistic Adoration

Monday 7 December: each confrere composes his own prayer to Don Bosco

Before 18 December, the date on which all members of the Congregation will renew their profession, the community will arrange a meeting in which the confreres can tell the story of their vocation and share what has helped them most to be faithful to it.

Monday 30 November 

Lectio divina on the Gospel of the Annunciation - First Part (Lk 1,26-28) 

· Invocation of the Holy Spirit
· Reading of the text:

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’. 

· Brief starting points for  “lectio”:

· The visit of the angel to Mary recalls visits from God to various women in the Old Testament: Sarah, the mother of Isaac (Gen 18,9-15), Hannah, the mother of Samuel, (1 Sam 1,9-18), the mother of Samson (Judges 13, 2-5). Each of them was told of the birth of a son who was to have an important mission in the fulfilment of God’s plan. 

· The narrative begins with the phrase “In the sixth month”. It was the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  The condition of Elizabeth, mentioned at the beginning (Lk 1,26) and at the end of the angel’s visit (Lk 1, 36.39), is the background to this whole episode. Mary’s call is placed in the context of the meeting of God’s eternal plan for humanity and the concrete story of the small familiar world to which she belonged, in the meeting of the unimaginable gift of her vocation to be the mother of God and the humble call to be of service to her aging relative. 

· “Rejoice”:  the angel’s words are more than a greeting. Right from the beginning they are also an annunciation and an invitation to joy which recall and bring to fulfilment many similar expressions in the Old Testament: “O soil, do not be afraid; be glad, rejoice, for Yahweh has done great things. (Joel 2, 21-23) “Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! Rejoice, exult with all your hear, daughter of Jerusalem! Yahweh has repealed your sentence.” (Zeph 3,14)   “Sing, rejoice, daughter of Zion; for I am coming to dwell in the middle of you – it is Yahweh who speaks.” (Zac 2, 14).  Mary is the daughter of Zion who receives the message of messianic joy, the glad news that God’s coming among us is about to be fulfilled. 

· “Full of grace”:  this is the new name given to Mary, the name which reveals her true identity and her vocation.   Mary is filled with God’s blessing.  Her freedom is totally and permanently in harmony with God’s mystery. Reading this affirmation in the light of the Solemnuity of the Immaculate Conception we see how the figure of the woman who will crush the serpent’s head (Gen 3,15)  is realized in Mary. She is also a foretype of the Church, the pure and faultless spouse (cf Eph 5,26) in which every baptised person is called ‘to be holy and spotless and to live through love.’ (Eph 1,4)

· “The Lord is with you”. Similar words were spoken to Moses (Exodus 3,12), to Jeremiah (Jer 1,8), Gideon (Judges 6,12) and other men and women chosen by God for a specific mission. Those who are chosen can rely on God’s presence in their  lives. In Mary’s case the presence of God will take the form of the profound mystery of the Incarnation in which the Son of God becomes the Son of Mary. 

· Personal meditaion

· Personal prayer
Tuesday 1 December  

Lectio divina on the Gospel of the Annunciation - Second Part (Lk 1,29-33) 

· Invocation of the Holy Spirit
· Reading of the text:

She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob forever and his reign will have no end.

· Brief starting points for  “lectio”:

· “She was deeply disturbed”.  This is the sense of beng ‘disturbed’ that people experience when they come into contact with the mystery of God, with his ways which are not our ways, his thoughts which are not our thoughts.  Mary realized that she had to bow down in faith before the overpowering mystery of God, and accept a proposal that was unforeseen and unforeseeable. She was faced with the challenge of faith, which she had to live more deeply than any other creature, in her interior pilgrimage  which led her even to the darkenss of Golgotha. 

·  “You are to conceive and bear a Son ...”.  Verses 30-33 are the heart of this passage, the moment of annunciation, the manifestation of God’s gift, of his power which acts through human weakness. The words of the Angel are inspired by various messianic passages in the Old Testament.  They recall in particular the prophecy of Nathan (2 Sam 7, 1 ff): it is not David who will build a house or temple for God, but God who will establish the house or dynasty of David. Starting from this promise, which reaches beyond Solomon the immediate successor of David, there are several Old Testament prophecies on the Messiah, son of David (Is 7, 14; Micah 4, 14; Haggai 2, 23), which are fulfilled in the annunciation to Mary.

·  “His reign will have no end”: the Son announced to Mary will inaugurate the messianic eschatology. The richness of this verse is seen in its link with the whole preaching of Jesus on the Kingdom of God and with the New Testament texts on the kingship of Christ. (especially   Jn 12, 13-15; 18, 36-37).
· Personal meditaion

· Personal prayer
Wednesday 2 December  

Lectio divina on the Gospel of the Annunciation - Third Part (Lk 1,34-38)  

· Invocation of the Holy Spirit

-     Reading of the text:

Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I am a virgin?’  ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God. ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her.
· Brief starting points for  “lectio”:

·  “The Holy Spirit will come upon you.”  The conception of Jesus is something new, the first fruit of the future creation wrought by God’s creative power which comes up against the impossiblity of Mary’s conceiving since she was a virgin. (Lk 1,34). The shadow with which the Most High covered Mary recalls the cloud which accompanied the people in the desert by day (Exod 13, 22), which covered Mount Sinai revealing the Glory of the Lord for six days (Exod 19, 16; 24, 17).  It is also the sign of God’s protection granted to those who invoke the name of the Lord and place themsleves in his hands during their trial (Ps. 17, 8;  Ps. 57, 2;      Ps. 140, 8).  At the creation, the Spirit of God hovered over the water, sign of God’s creative power.  (Gen 1, 2).
· “I am the handmaid of the Lord”. With these words Mary responds with total and unconditional faith to God who speaks to her.  Elizabeth was to greet Mary with the words ‘blessed is she who believed’. Through her obedience Mary overturned the disobedience of Eve.  Mary’s words echo the words of Psalm 40,6: “Here I am! I am coming!” - words which the letter to the Hebrews places on the lips of the Son at the moment of his incarnation.  Mary’s response, “I am the handmaid of the Lord” is seen to be mysteriously joined to the “Here I am” which the eternal Son spoke when he took on our humanity. Mary applies to herself the title handmaid or servant of the Lord. In Isaiah this title presents the mission of the people not as a privilege but as a service to other peoples (Is. 42,1-9; 49,3-6).  Later Jesus himself defines his mission as a service; “the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.”  (Mt 20,28).
-     Personal meditaion

-     Personal prayer
Thursday 2 December  

Meditation on the dream at nine – First Part. 

· Invocation of the Holy Spirit

-     Reading of the text:

From the Memoirs of the Oratory:


At that age I had a dream which remained profoundly impressed on my mind for the whole of my life.  In my sleep I seemed to be near my home, in a very spacious yard, where a crowd of children were gathered playing. Some were laughing, others playing, whilst many of them were swearing. On hearing their bad language, I threw myself quickly into their midst, using words and fists to make them stop. At that moment a venerable Man appeared, of adult age, nobly dressed. A white cloak covered his whole person, but his face shone so brightly that I could not look directly at him. He called me by name and ordered me to place myself at the head of those children, adding these words: ‘You will win over these friends of yours, not with blows but with gentleness and love. Begin immediately therefore to instruct them on the ugliness of sin and the preciousness of virtue.’
Confused and frightened I added that I was a poor, ignorant child, incapable of speaking about religion to these young people. At that moment the boys stopped their quarrelling, shouting and swearing and they all gathered around the Man who was speaking. Almost without realizing it I said, ‘Who are you to command me to do the impossible?’
‘Precisely because these things seem impossible, you must make them possible by obedience and by acquiring knowledge.’

‘Where and how can I acquire knowledge?’

‘I will give you a Teacher under whose tuition you can become wise and without whom all knowledge is foolishness.’

‘But who are you, who speak in this manner?’

‘I am the Son of Her whom your mother taught you to salute three times a day.’

‘My mother tells me not to associate with people I do not know, without her permission, so tell me your name.’ 

‘Ask my mother and she will tell you my name.’
Suggestions for personal meditation:
· He called me by name and ordered me to place myself at the head of those children.
Am I conscious that I have been called to this particular way of life? Do I live in a state of profound gratitude for this way to holiness that God has chosen for me? Do I dedicate my time and my energies to the Salesian mission entrusted to me?
· Precisely because these things seem impossible, you must make them possible by obedience and by acquiring knowledge.

Am I conscious that to live in response to my Christian and religious vocation I need God’s help and mercy?  Do I make the conversation with the Rector a privileged moment of dialogue for my own good and that of the community?  Am I serious about preserving, improving and updating my educative and pastoral competence?

· I will give you a Teacher under whose tuition you can become wise and without whom all knowledge is foolishness.
Do I give the Mother of God a unique place in my life as a Salesian apostle? Do I pray the Roasry willingly?  Do I have recourse with confidence to Mary who yearns with a mother’s heart to form Christ in me?
Friday 4 December 

Meditation on the dream at nine – Second Part. 

· Invocation of the Holy Spirit

-     Reading of the text:

From the Memoirs of the Oratory:

At that moment I saw beside him a lady of majestic appearance dressed in a mantle which sparkled all over as if every stitch were a shining star. She realized that I was becoming more confused than ever in my questions and answers, and indicated to me to come close to Her. She took me kindly by the hand. ‘Look!’ she said. Looking around I noticed that the children had all disappeared, and in their place I saw a crowd of young goats, dogs, cats, bears and many other animals. ‘This is the field where you must work. Make yourself humble, strong and robust. What you see happening now to these animals is what you must do for my children.’
I looked again and instead of wild animals I saw gentle lambs running around, gambolling and bleating, as if to welcome the Man and the Lady.

At that point, still in my sleep, I began to cry and I implored the lady to please speak in a manner I could understand, because I did not know what she meant.

She then put her hand on my head and said to me, ‘You will understand everything in due course.’ As soon as she said this, a noise woke me and everything disappeared.

I remained bewildered. It seemed as if my hands were paining me from the blows I had given, that my face was sore from those I had received. 

Suggestions for personal meditation:
· This is the field where you must work.
Does love for the young give meaning to my whole life?  Am I father, teacher and friend of the young? Do I show loving kindness and practise the Salesian spirit?

· Make yourself humble, strong and robust. What you see happening now to these animals is what you must do for my children.
Am I docile to the Holy Spirit, developing the gifts and attitudes I receive from the Spirit?  Am I convinced that consecrated life demands of me constant renewal and continuous conversion? Is my life dominated by a pastoral sense and an apostolic passion?

· You will understand everything in due course.
Is my whole life directed towards my final goal?  Do I put the Word of God and the sacraments at the centre of my spiritual life? Do I trust that the seeds sowed in the field of the Kingdom of God will produce fruits of salvation?

Saturday 5 December 

Each confrere, after meditating on the call of the Immaculate Virgin and Don Bosco’s vocational dream, is invited to reflect on when he first heard God’s voice calling him to Salesian life, in order to prepare well for the renewal of vows on 18 December. This can be done by reflecting or by putting in writing the memories of his call: moments of particular revelation, people who were significant, experiences which led to the decision ...  We know from the Bible the value of ‘remembering’ in nourishing our faith.

Monday 7 December 

Each confrere is asked to compose, preferably in writing, his own prayer to Don Bosco, expressing his personal gratitude for all that he has received from God through the experience of our Founder.  
18 DECEMBER 2009

Celebration of the 150th anniversary of the Birth of the Congregation

Renewal of Religious Professione 

A Eucharistic Celebration is suggested to mark the Jubilee of the 150th  anniversary of the birth of the Congregation. If it is deemed more appropriate to hold a Liturgy of the Word, the following texts may be used. A copy of the Constitutions in large format may be placed on a separate lectern.  

Leader:  

18 December 1859, in a humble room in Turin, seventeen young men were gathered around Don Bosco. This simple moment marked the birth of our Congregation. It was the humble beginning of a story of men called by the Lord  to follow Don Bosco in offering their lives for the benefit of young people.

18 December 2009 – a story of 150 years:

A story of holy men and martyrs, humble people, people who have received special gifts, apostolic creativity, enthusiasm, a pastoral heart, joy, tears, fatigue and great consolations.  A story of daily fidelity, courageous witness, charity which warms the heart, produces a welcoming smile, stimulates the mind and spurs them to ever more daring enterprises so that the young may meet the One who is Life and Life in abundance. It is a story of the evangelical daring, the heart, smile, and hands of Don Bosco which reach even to us. In grateful memory of so many brothers whom we have known, with admiration and joy, we discover that we too are part of this story of salvation. Eucharist – a day of giving thanks, of invocation, of renewed promise of fidelity to God and to Don Bosco.  

Opening Prayer

Loving Father,

as we look forward to the coming of Our Lord

we celebrate the memory of the birth of our Congregation.

Send us your grace that our hearts may be inflamed, 

that we may be faithful in following Jesus obedient, poor and chaste

in a life joyfully given for the young.

We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ ...    

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah  (23,5-8)

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks -  when I will raise a virtuous Branch for David, who will reign as true king and be wise, practising honesty and integrity in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel dwell in confidence. And this is the name he will be called: The Lord-our-integrity. So, then, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when people will no longer say, “As the Lord lives who brought the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt!” but, “As the Lord lives who led back and brought home the descendants of the House of Israel out of the land of the North and from all the coun tries to which he had dispersed them, to live on their own soil”. 

This is the Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm  (Ps 71) 

R/.  The Lord saves the poor.
O God, give your judgement to the king

to a king’s son your justice, 

that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement.   R/.

He shall save the poor when they cry 

and the needy who are helpless.

He will have pity on the weak 

and save the lives of the poor. R/.

Blessed be the Lord, God of Israel,

who alone works wonders,

ever blessed his glorious name.

Let his glory fill the earth.

Amen! Amen! R/.
Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Ruler of the House of Israel,

who gave the Law to Moses on Sinai;

come and save us with outstretched arm.

Alleluia.
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  (Mt 1,18-24)

This is how Jesus Christ came to be  born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,  but before they came to live together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Jospeh, being a man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the word spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel,” a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do. When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Homily
Renewal of profession and promise of fidelity. 

Priest:

Recalling the moment of the birth of our Congregation, let us listen with fervour to the minutes of that historic moment as recorded by Fr Victor Alasonatti.

In the year of the Lord 1859, on the 18th of December, in the Oratory of St Francis de Sales, the following met at 9.00 p.m. in the room of the priest John Bosco:  Fr Victor Alasonatti, Deacon Angelo Savio, Subdeacon Michael Rua, clerics John Cagliero, John Baptist Francesia, Francis Provera, Charles Ghivarello, Joseph Lazzero, John Bonetti, John Anfossi, Louis Marcellino, Francis Cerruti, Celestine Durando, Secundus Pettiva, Anthony Rovetto, Caesar Joseph Bongiovanni, and the youth Louis Chiapale, all with the intention of promoting and preserving the spirit of true charity which is required for the work of the Oratory for young people abandoned and at risk, who in these calamitous times are led astray in a thousand ways to the detriment of society, and are threatened by impiety and irreligion. Those present agreed to form a Society or Congregation with the aim of helping each other to strive for their own sanctification.  They resolved to work for the glory of God and the salvation of souls, especially of those most in need of instruction and education. The proposed aim was agreed by common consent, and after a short prayer to invoke the light of the Holy Spirit, they proceeded to elect the members who were to form the government of the Society for this and other new congregations [communities or houses] if God wills that it should grow.  Those present were unanimous in asking Don Bosco, the “originator and promoter” to assume the office of Major Superior.       
In communion with the Rector Major, successor of  Don Bosco, and with all the Salesians of the world, 150 years from the beginning of our Congregation, we renew our promise of fidelity to the call of the Lord to consecrated life at the service of the young. 

All:

God my Father

You consecrated me to yurself on the day of my baptism.

In response to the love of the Lord Jesus your Son,

who calls me to follow him more closely, 

and led by the Holy Spirit, who is light and strength, 

I renew the total offering of myself to you.

I pledge myself to devote all my strength

to those to whom you will send me

especially to young people who are poorer;

to live in the Salesian Society

in communion of spirit and action with my brothers, 

and in this way to share in the life

and mission of the Church.

Father, may your grace,

the intercession of Mary Help of Christians, 

of St Joseph, of St Francis de Sales,

and of St John Bosco,

together with the assistance of my brother Salesians

keep me faithful day by day. Amen.

Priest:

 
We now sign the text of the Constitutions. It is the seal of our joyful commitment. May the grace of the Lord accompany us and keep us faithful.

In an atmosphere of prayer, each one signs the last page of the Constitutions.
Prayer of the faithful
Priest. On this day the Salesian Congregation recalls the memory of its first steps.  We join our voices with those of our brothers throughout the world to intercede with God our Father.  We pray together as we say: Lord, bless your people.
Don Bosco showed courageous fidelity to the Pope and the leaders of the Church. Lord, grant wisdom and discernment to all pastoral workers. May fidelity to the successor of Peter and to the Bishops strengthen the witness of unity of the Church. We pray:
Lord, we entrust to you the Rector Major and his Council. Give them wisdom in governing and fidelity to the charism of our Founder, that they may lead us to be generous and daring on behalf of young people, especially the poorest among them.  We pray: 

Lord, you raised up Saint John Bosco to work for civil and political rights in his own time. Grant that we may face up to our responsibilities to ensure that the voice of the poorest members of our society is heard.  May our commitment and our nearness to the poor encourage those who govern to give special attention to the most needy. We pray: 

 
Lord, we entrust to you our young people, those to whom we are sent in the first place. Don Bosco, moved by their suffering,  gave his whole life for them even to his last breath. Even today the young are still victims of many forms of violence and injustice. Grant them the courage of faith, hope and charity to face the dificulties of life. We pray:

Many confreres have dedicated their lives to following Christ in the Salesian mission. We entrust each of them to you. May the fidelity and joy of their commitment be for our communities a source of fruitfulness and communion. We pray:

Lord, you raised up many faithful and generous co-workers with Don Bosco in the Oratory of St Francis de Sales. We entrust to you all those who share the Salesian mission at the present time. May their dedication to the service of the poorest be for them a school of charity and a path of holiness.  We pray:

Priest:  Lord,  you raised up Don Bosco as father and teacher of a great apostolic family.  On this day of celebration and thansgiving, look kindly upon your sons gathered to renew their radical decision to follow Jesus your Son.  Confirm them in fidelity and enthusiasm that they may be generous in proclaiming the Risen Lord to the young.  We ask this through Christ Our Lord.

All the other texts are taken from the liturgy of 18 December.

Thanksgiving after Communion

We believe that the Society of St Francis de Sales

came into being not as a merely human venture

but by the initiative of God.  (Cons.1) 

We believe that the the Holy Spirit raised up St John Bosco,

through the motherly intervention of Mary,

to contribute to the salvation of youth,

and formed within him the heart of a father and teacher,

capable of total self-giving.  (Cons 1)

To ensure the continuation of this mission,

the Spirit inspired him to initiate various apostolic projects

first among them our Society.  (Cons 1)) 

We believe that each one of us has been called by God

to be part of the Salesian Society

and that we have received personal gifts from Him. (Cons 2)

We believe that  our vocation is marked 

by a special gift of God,

a predilection for the poor. (Cons 7)

We believe that religious profession  

is a sign of a loving encounter between the Lord who calls

and the disciple who responds

by giving himself totally to God and to his brothers and sisters. (Cons 23)

We believe that the Salesian vocation places us 

at the heart of the Church 

and puts us entirely at the service of her mission.  (Cons 6)

We believe that the action of the Spirit is for us

a lasting source of grace

and a support for his daily efforts 

to grow towards the perfect love of God and men.  (Cons 25) 

We believe that  Mary is present among us 

and continues her mission as Mother of the Church 

and Help of Christians. (Cons 8) 
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